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For many years the descendants of Daniel Allen (1804) have been trying to establish his ancestry.  From 1970 through 2000, I have collected original notes or copies of notes on research from Leone Roundy Allen Munk, Nettie Hardy Dennett, Irene B. Wrigley, Hattie Esplin Durfee, David Adams Allen, Nello Orson Allen, Hayle Buchanan and myself, and I have reviewed comments and notes of Ramona Chamberlain, Selma Bromley, Ila Bauer and Christie Allen Teeples.  As of this date (2000), I have not reviewed original writing by Daniel Allen (1804) although I have read notes indicating that what I copied are derived from a journal purported to be located at the Harold B. Lee library at Brigham Young University but never found during a search in 1999 by Nello Allen.

The most promising research yet published is the paper of Irene B. Wrigley, entitled “David Allen of Weston, Stockbridge, Claverack and Nobletown,” The Genealogical Society of Utah, Vo. 17, 1988/89, Number 1 and 2 p. 9. The paper concludes that Joseph Allen of Lenox, Berkshire Co., Massachusetts was probably born in about 1740/2 in Stockbridge and is the son of David Allen and Mary Weldon of nearby Stockbridge.  The Joseph Allen line showing the ancestry back to immigrant Walter Allen is in print. Nevertheless, no research has been able to verify that Rachael wife of Joseph is the Rachael Loomis daughter of Benjamin Loomis and Joanna Alvord other than the listing in family records that one of the Daniel Allen descendants as Albert Loomis Allen.  This research was subsequently clarified and corrected by Mrs. Wrigley, as reported privately to this author and noted below.

The earliest records produced by a family member, Daniel Allen (1804), who submitted names for proxy baptism work in Nauvoo in 1846, created considerable confusion. Those records list Daniel’s father to be (Dr.) Daniel Allen, not then deceased, his mother to be Nancy Agnes Stewart (also not then deceased), his grandfather to be Joseph Allen, his grandmother to be Rachael Allen, his great uncle to be David Allen, his great aunt to be Martha Allen, and his great grandparents to be David and Martha Allen. (1)

If research proceeds on the assumption that the named great grandparents are not David and Martha, but David and Mary Weldon, then a reasonably coherent family history can be assembled. However, there is always the possibility that the records of this family are incomplete or have been destroyed. This complexity is compounded by the fact that many people in the New England area shared the names David Allen, Daniel Allen and Joseph Allen. The key to this family appears to be the records of Lenox, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, the somewhat inconsistent genealogy of the Allen and Whittier families in America by Asa W. Allen, the Lineage Book of the National Society of the Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America and the published research paper on David Allen by Irene Wrigley. Irene Wrigley’s work leads to the conclusion that correct ancestry is through the line of David Allen born in Weston, Massachusetts and Mary Weldon Allen born in Glastonbury, Hartford, Connecticut, immigrated to the Stockbridge Lenox area, and then to Claverack, New York.

One story of the Allen family in America begins with Robert Allyn, born 1608 in England, arrived in 1637 in Salem, Massachusetts. (2, 3, 4) Robert Allyn had three children in Salem, a son John Allen christened 22 March 1642, a daughter Sarah christened the same day 22 March 1642 and a daughter Mary christened 19 September 1648. His son John married Mary Tager daughter of John Tager of Norwich, Connecticut on 24 December 1688. John Tager died in New Hampshire as proven by his will at Norwich 9 January 1703/4. (5) Robert's daughter Sarah married George Geares (sic, Seares) in New London, Connecticut on 17 February 1658. (6) The father, Robert Allyn, moved to New London, Connecticut in 1651, then in 1659 located in Norwich, Connecticut, finally returning to New London, Connecticut, where he apparently died in 1683. (3, 7) No other information is known of Robert Allyn or his family at this time. This line is believed to be incorrect for Daniel Allen (1804). No connection was shown to a Joseph Allen listed as the grandfather of Dr. Daniel Allen. The more fruitful and likely ancestry is that which leads to Walter Allen through Joseph Allen of Weston, Massachusetts, father of David Allen born in Weston, Middlesex, Massachusetts 26 Sept 1714, and grandfather of Joseph Allen of Stockbridge (probably born about 1740-42, possibly at Stockbridge but more recently concluded by Irene Wrigley to be) born 17 April 1738 Salisbury, Litchfield, Connecticut.  Unfortunately, no reliable family records have been found regarding birth date and place to support this conclusion.

A Joseph Allen, his father Joseph Allen and his brother David were found in Stockbridge, Massachusetts in 1750. (2, 9) In 1763 or thereabouts brothers Joseph and David settled in Lenox, Massachusetts in Berkshire County, where they united with the church before 1771 (9), apparently in 1769. (8) The Joseph assumed to be the proper lineage had a wife named Rachael(10) probably married about 1768, who had a son named Daniel born 25 July 1770 (9, 11). Rachael died within a month on 20 August 1770 (11).

Widower Joseph Allen married to Anna (no marriage record found in Lenox) and had a daughter Rachael on 7 March 1772 and a son Isaac (Issac?) on 2 February 1774 (5). His brother David apparently married Lucy "Allen" evidently of another Allen line, and they had a son David, Jr. on 17 October 1772 (11).

Joseph and David bought 100 acres, later known as the Yale farm, on October 2, 1772 (9,11). This is lot 19 of the Yokentown area backing on the river (12).

Although there is no confirmation that the same family traveled much, there is a record found in Great Barrington, Massachusetts, twelve miles from Lenox, indicating that an evidently different Joseph, different David, a Daniel and an Aaron Allen (1742-1744), all apparently brothers, were carpenters who worked together. That particular Daniel and Joseph evidently worked together to build such structures as the first courthouse (1760) in Litchfield, Connecticut (8).

It is known that in 1773, David, the brother of the correct Joseph Allen in Lenox, deeded one-half of his lot, the south half, to Noah Yale (9). Joseph's log house was at the northwest corner of the lot or farm, nearly opposite the Chauncey Dewey house (3).

The 1790 census of Lenox shows Joseph Allen with a wife and eight children (3).  (Only two of those children have been found among birth records in Lenox, as noted below.)

On 14 June 1793 Joseph Allen and Anna Allen sold their property to Noah Yale and left the area (14).  It was first believed that they went to Vermont, but Irene Wrigley has concluded otherwise.

At least as early as February 1793 Dr. Daniel Allen, confirmed to be the correct ancestry, was in Colrain, Massachusetts near Shelburne Falls, north of Greenfield. There is an important contradiction in the generally available records confirming this contradiction, although it gives us no information about this Daniel’s origin or birthplace. The Greenfield Recorder dated February 28, 1793 reports that "Mr. Daniel Allen" married 'Miss Nancy Stewart" daughter of “Mr. John Stewart of Shelburn” at “Colrain” church. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. Samuel Taggart (15). It is likely that they were married on 12 February 1793 (16,17), rather than 12 Sep 1793, as some records show.

Dr. Daniel Allen and his wife Nancy Agnes Stewart are first found in upstate New York, specifically Whitestown, Oneida County New York, in the late 1790s and early 1800s (18). From there they moved to Montville, Ohio, where they lived for many years. In 1794, about the time Dr. Daniel was married, a Joseph Allen bought fifty acres in Sunderland, Bennington County, Vermont (19).

In 1800, seven years after Joseph and Anna left Lenox, a Joseph Allen is shown living with his wife named Anna and family of eight children in Sunderland, Vermont (20). Constant, the son of Joseph Allen, died on 5 May 1804 in Sunderland, Vermont (21). Within the same month, on 21 May 1804, Anna, the wife of Joseph Allen, died in Sunderland, Vermont (21).

This Vermont Joseph Allen bought into a bark and paper mill in Sunderland, Vermont on 12 December 1815 (22). In 1817 Joseph sold his land to his son Ahaz (21). Note that the Joseph and Anna of Lenox had only two children listed in the local records.  By comparison, they also had eight living children in 1790.

Joseph in Vermont died insolvent on 5 September 1821. Jonathan Draper, a prominent man in the community, was appointed by the probate court to administer Joseph Allen's estate. There were no relatives named in Joseph Allen's will. In fact, it was necessary for the state to distribute the assets of Joseph Allen's estate among his creditors (24). 

In view of the foregoing, Irene Wrigley and Nettie Dennett concluded as of 20 May 1990 that the Joseph Allen found deceased in Sunderland, Bennington County, Vermont is not the Joseph Allen who married (1) Rachael who evidently died due to childbirth complications, then next married (2) Anna or Anner in Lenox, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, and who was a descendant of David Allen and Mary Weldon. This research conclusion remains to be documented and/or crosschecked and verified, such as by a closer examination of the original records of names of the children found in each location and by the locating of Joseph and Anna Allen at some other site until their deaths.

Although the Nauvoo baptismal records show Daniel Allen (1804) to be the great grandson of David and Martha Allen, several researchers, including Irene Wrigley and Nettie H. Dennett have concluded that this record is incorrect.  Mrs. Dennett’s position is supported by the family tradition obtained through her personal interviews with Ohio descendants of Dr. Daniel Allen and her information from the late Hattie Esplin Durfee that the family came from Lenox, Massachusetts, and that Joseph and Rachael spent a good deal of their life there. There is evidence of a Joseph and Rachael Allen there in the correct time frame, thus pointing to whatever source of information from which the report in the book of Asa W. Allen was taken. 

The conflict between the dates given for Dr. Daniel Allen's birth as found on an LDS record submitted by Selma Bromley (June 1772, place not specified) and the Daniel, son of Joseph and Rachael (25 July 1770, Lenox, Mass.) are explainable as referring to identifiably different people.  Selma Bromley concluded the 1770 Lenox date was correct and disavowed her original entry.  Nettie Dennett supports the Lenox date, since she, too, could find nothing to support or verify the 1772 date as the birthdate for the father of Daniel Allen (1804).  Family records from the dual records kept by David Adams Allen (obtained from Nello Allen) list an entry inserted as an afterthought on the place of birth for the father of Daniel Allen (1804): Daniel Allen born Cornwall, Litchfield, Connecticut.  It is possible and in fact concluded by Irene Wrigley, that Daniel Allen (1804) was mistaken in the birthplace of his father Daniel Allen.

As further confirmation that the Daniel Allen 1770 and Daniel Allen 1772 are of different families, reference is made to a letter, as of July 2000 in possession of Kenneth R. Allen, to Leone R. Munk dated February 13, 1962, from Ruth R. Harlow, Chief of the Reading Room of The Connecticut Historical Society, 1 Elizabeth Street, Hartford, CT, in which the following was reported:

In “The History of Woodstock, Genealogies of Woodstock Families (Conn.),” Vol. 2. pg. 147, 

Joseph5 (Benjamin, Daniel, Joseph, Janwa) b. Apr. 2, 1738, m. Oct. 13, 1761 Elizabeth Warner. Their sixth child was Daniel, born at Pomfret, Conn., Feb. 11, 1772. (Further information was cited regarding references in Rider’s Index to Daniel Allen b. 1772, with one evident cross reference to Walter Allen.  Based on the above source, it is safely concluded that the Daniel Allen b. 11 Feb 1772 son of Joseph Allen (b. 2 Apr 1738 at Pomfret, Conn.) is not related to Walter Allen. 

It is noted in passing that Daniel Allen (1772) is in fact related to Mary Ann Morris, the first wife of Daniel Allen (1804).  This is the Rufus Allen line.

Further research (1998) by Irene Black Wrigley established that Joseph Allen which was listed in the records as born about 1740/42 probably in Stockbridge was actually born 17 April 1738 in Salisbury, Litchfield, Connecticut, a small village in the mountains about 30 miles south of Stockbridge. Nearby are Lenox and Great Barrington, Massachusetts, and Claverack and Hudson, New York. His father David was a blacksmith in Claverack in 1753.  Mrs. Wrigley has a photocopy of pages from "Historical Collections Town of Salisbury, Litchfield County, Connecticut" vol. 1 arranged and published by the Salisbury Association, Inc: 1913. The vital records have Joseph Allen s. of David and Mary b. 27 Apr 1738. (The origin of the copies are believed to be correspondence to Mrs. Wrigley by Mary Ellen Gleason).  The record doesn't show a christening date.

On 19 Dec 2001 Irene Wrigley personally examined the alleged source of the David Allen/Martha Bennett family report asserted to be the origin of Joseph Allen, from the call number sent to her by Laura Thomas: 425,449 on microfilm, a record probably read by her grandmother. It is the very faded handwritten vital records of Kingswood, Wiltshire, England. She found the marriage of David Allen and Martha Bennett 13 Sept 1735 and birth dates of some of their children as listed in the IGI. It was concluded asserted that Joseph Allen was born 19 Jun 1744. The 1744 page was found to be so faded that Irene could not read it sufficiently to verify or refute the finding. It is possible Laura's grandmother was at one time able to read that page, but in 2001 it was illegible. Mrs. Wrigley is of the opinion that there is highly unlikely there was Joseph Allen in that family.  Irene Wrigley reported as follows:

“I think it was Laura Thomas's grandmother who found that David Allen/Martha Bennett marriage, and she must have spent many hours searching. I suspect that what happened is that she was able to read a date and possibly a few letters of a name she assumed to be Joseph. Experienced researchers know that family traditions can be useful but are often unreliable, so I had no trouble with finding that the great grandmother was named Mary, not Martha.  All other records I found lend credence to the Mary Weldon connection. The real test of my research was to show that the Joseph Allen of Lenox was the son of David Allen of Stockbridge and Columbia County, New York, and was the father of Daniel Allen born in 1770 in Lenox:  

“1. He is probably the Joseph Allen who witnessed a codicil to the will of Daniel Allen, known to be brother of David and Joseph named his first son Daniel. I think he might have been apprenticed to his uncle Daniel and knew him well. 

“2. The farm he owned in Lenox was purchased from Josiah Jones, a neighbor of David Allen's family in Weston. He shared the farm with a David Allen, presumably his brother named for their father.  

“3. He named a son Isaac, which was a family name in the Weston family. 

“4. The best evidence is the record of his birth in Litchfield, where David Allen was mentioned several times. He was associated with John Allen of Litchfield, son of the uncle Daniel (John sued Joseph for a small debt.)

“When I was working on the Allen line I tried to identify the Abigail who was David's and Daniel's mother, eliminated a couple of Lenox families, Josiah Jones (who helped inventory the estate of Joseph Allen, David's father), and a Benjamin Brown, both neighbors from Weston. When I can find time I want to pick up that research. 

“We need to find Mary Weldon's grandparents. Her father was James Weldon and someone attached him to a Weldon in the Ancestral File, whose birth date had James born when the father was 110 years old. That was changed by someone who deducted 100 years, making the father 10 years old when James was born.”

It follows that it is the Joseph Allen born 17 April 1738 in Salisbury, Connecticut who bought land in Lenox from Josiah Jones, together with his brother David before 1772. (There was a quitclaim deed 2 Oct 1772 referring to a fire that destroyed the original deed and the buildings.) Joseph sold this property to Allen Metcalf of Sharon, Connecticut 14 June 1793.

For another account somewhat inconsistent with the Wrigley article, see “Genealogy of the Allen and Witter Families,” by Asa W. Allen p. 179 regarding the Stockbridge records and evidently another Joseph and David Allen, who were brothers. This other Joseph evidently bought, but did not develop, property in Rutland, Vermont.

There is also an old, unverified family tradition, known to Nettie Dennett, Selma Bromley and Leone Munk, of the first Allen from Great Britain to settle in Lenox. According to the story, two Welsh brothers were vying for the same young lady. The brother who prevailed stayed in Wales and changed his name to Alden. The other brother migrated to America to settle in Lenox. The story has never been verified or shown to be about a known ancestor.

The accumulated acquisition of original source material from original researchers Leone Munk, Nettie Dennett, Irene Wrigley, Hayle Buchanan and Nello Allen, including research notes and reports and analysis of original sources, has allowed the foregoing analysis and conclusions to be reported. It is hoped that this summary of research and sources, together with the annotations below, will help guide future researchers in an effort to verify or extend the history of Daniel, Daniel, Joseph and David Allen and their ancestors.

Kenneth Reed Allen

3784 Grove Avenue

Palo Alto, California 94303

650-494-8868

ken@kenallen.org
http://www.kenallen.org

ANNOTATIONS

1. Nauvoo Temple Baptism records 1841, Book A, pp. 5 and 6 shows Allen, David 1708 and Martha 1712 to be parents of Allen, Joseph (before 1741), husband of Rachael and father of Allen, Daniel, who is father of Daniel Allen (1804).  According to his personal knowledge, he was born 9 Dec 1804, Whitestown, Oneida, N.Y.)  However, family records of his son, Orson William Allen record somewhat inconsistent conclusions, such as that Whitestown was in “Niagra County.” It is reasonable to conclude that even personal records were incorrect.

2. Asa W. Allen, The Genealogy of the Allen and Whittier Families, page 179.

3. Lineage Book of the National Society of the Daughters of Freedom and Patriots of America, Vol. 23, pp. 187-188.

4. Salem Birth and Vital Records as recorded by Leone Roundy (Allen) Munk, 264 North 300 East, Logan, Utah 84321, 1961.

5. The American Genealogist and New Haven Gen. Magazine, Vol. 11, 1934-35. In Togam (sic) N.H. 47 J.P. 154 John Tager of Norwich file no. 213 1-7-- (Will 21 December 1695: "now aged and full of days my six sons that married my daughters (viz) John Allen", then goes on with will. It was proved at Norwich 9 January 1703/4). (The place of death in New Hampshire was illegible in the record of Mrs. Munk.)

6. The Gen. Quarterly Magazine and Magazine of NE History, Vol. 11 p. 282 has New London, Connecticut early records. P. 284 Georges Geares (sic? Seares, K. R. Allen) married Sarah daughter of Robert Allen 17 February 1658.

7. Other possible references: Abridged Compendium of American Gen., Vol. 1 p. 965; Salem Birth, Salem Vital Records SA32V. vol 1; also the Gen. Quarterly Magazine Vol. 11 p. 284 Logan M Pub. T28Q. (The reference on the "Lineage" is M Pub S - 26R). Sec. Gen. CT, of Conn. 1637 (Handwriting partially illegible, as read by K. R. Allen); In Mass, Salem call no. SA 32 E p. 3 has marriage of Joseph Allen 13 August 1769; and SA 32 V p. 35 has baptism of John, son of Robert baptized 22 March 1642, and Mary daughter of Robert baptized 19 September 1648. Page 36 Sarah daughter of Robert baptized 22 March 1642.

8. Asa W. Allen, ibid. p. 179.

9. Town records of Lenox, Massachusetts call no. GS film 32533, manuscripts of farm owners, as researched and transcribed by Nettie H. Dennett, of 1358 North 380 West, Provo, Utah, (801) 377-4116, prior to 1978.

10. Rachael is probably Rachael Loomis, since one of the sons Dr. Daniel is named Albert Loomis Allen (Archive Record of Daniel Allen, 1804). Irene Wrigley found several Rachael Loomis’s in her research. There is a Rachael Loomis, daughter of Benjamin Loomis (1698-9) born in Windsor, Hartford County, Connecticut, 5 August 1735 (Archive Record of Benjamin Loomis 1698-9). No relation has been established since no marriage record has yet been uncovered. As of May 1978 Nettie H. Dennett intended to pursue this lead, but no confirmation was found by 1999.

11. Vital statistics of Lenox, Berkshire County, Massachusetts call no. GS film 31084 as found and transcribed by Nettie H. Dennett.  Selma Bromley also accepted this date.

12. Town records of Lenox (Note 9) map and accessor's report.

13. U.S. Census 1790 Massachusetts, Lenox, Berkshire County.

14. Bennington County record books at 872092 p. 228 Vol. 10 p. 274.

15. The Greenfield Gazette, February 28, 1793 p. 3, as found in The Greenfield Recorder newspaper office on microfilm, Greenfield, Massachusetts as recorded by Kenneth R. Allen, 3784 Grove Avenue, Palo Alto, CA  94303 (telephone no. 650-494-8868, August 30, 1971.)

16. There are no records of the Colrain Church prior to 1819 probably because of destruction by fire in the Town Hall fire of 1854 (personal interview of Colrain Town Clerk, 31 Aug 1971 by Kenneth R. Allen). W.O. Taylor's printed compilation of Frank A. Ward's ca. 1856 transcript of the town records of the adjacent town Shelburne shows the Allen/Stewart marriage date as 12 Sep 1793. It is therefore probably a transcription error due to the similarity of S and F as well as p and b.  The correct marriage date is probably 12 Feb 1793 (personal interview of Shelburne Town Clerk by Kenneth R. Allen).

17. Marriage notices of U.S. 1785-1794 p. 3 as recorded by Leone Roundy Munk shows marriage of Daniel Allen of Colrain to Miss Nancy Stewart (daughter of John) of Shelburn as evidenced by wedding papers 13 March 1793. The marriage took place in Hampshire County, now Franklin County. There are very good records of the Stewart family, particularly the ancestors of Lt. John Stewart the father of Nancy Stewart.

18. Archive Record of Daniel Allen 1804 (also Archive Record of Dr. Daniel Allen).

19. GS film 7000 part 2 Vol. 1-5 book P 417.

20. U.S. Census 1800, Vermont, Sunderland, Bennington County.

21. GS film 6999 part 1 Vital records of Sunderland, Vermont.

22. GS film 7000 part 3 vol. 6 p. 227 Land records of Bennington County.

23. Ibid. p.    350

24. GS film 6665 part 3 vols. 11-13 pp. 94 and 139.

